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Trinity's Role tn the Current World
The !naugural Address
ALBERT CHARLES JACOBS

H umbly I accept these-the symbols of authority
you have entrusted to my custody. With the help of Almighty God, I will, to the
best of my ability, forever hold them sacred and inviolate. As I begin my term as
the Fourteenth President of this venerable institution, I pray for continued strength
and guidance from our Father in Heaven.
This gathering of so many of the Trinity family, friends and distinguished
representatives is a signal honor to the college "'Neath the Elms." My first act as
the officially installed President is to extend to all a heartfelt "thank you." The College warmly welcomes you and with lasting pride will record the tribute of your
presence.
To me it is singly fortuitous that my installation falls on the one hundred
and thirtieth anniversary of the granting of our Charter. On May 16, 1823, a spark
was lighted which during the intervening six score and ten years has flamed ever
brighter and brighter. During my custodianship may the light on this hallowed
shrine, with the blessings of Almighty God, shine with increasing intensity.
I am proud to associate myself and my entire future with this historic
college, the forty-first to be founded in this country-a college with firm and longestablished principles of integrity in education, dedicated as it is to fundamental
training in the liberal arts, which include the sciences as taught at Trinity; a college
with high academic standards maintained by a distinguished and scholarly faculty,
honored in 1845 with the eighth chapter of Phi Beta Kappa; with an excellent
library now happily enriched by the rare Watkinson Collection, a college with a
carefully selected student body of splendid American youth intentionally and wisely
kept small in number because of the genuine and personal concern for the individual
student; with loyal and devoted alumni and trustees skilled in the affairs of church
and state, in the professions and in business; a college with deep religious convictions
-strong ties of tradition with the Episcopal Church-which in accordance with the
terms of our Charter are furthered on the broadest principles of religious freedom ;
an independent college, relying for support and growth upon free men and free
women, standing along with other non-tax-supported colleges and universities as the
strongest bulwarks of the freedoms we cherish; an institution uniquely located in
the splendid City of Hartford where freedom, culture, social conscience, and individual initiative, vital parts of the American heritage, long have flourished, in a
community that means much to Trinity as Trinity does to it. To preserve and to
further a college so richly endowed I pledge my full strength, my lasting devotion.
This inaugural ceremony, on this hallowed quadrangle with the background of our beautiful Gothic Chapel, may well serve as a point of appraisal and
of assessment. On this historic day, thirteen decades after the granting of our
Charter, it is altogether fitting that we consider "Trinity's Role in the Current
World." In so doing we will examine the goal of this college and evaluate the
significance of its mission. These are the problems which as a newcomer I presume
to discuss.

What then is the goal of Trinity College? In our motto lies the an·swer,
Pro ecclesia et patria. Here in noble terms is expressed our dedicated purpose.steadfast over the years-a constant devotion to religious values and to the republic
of which we are proud. "The aim of the institution," according to Scribner's Monthly
of 1876, "is to furnish students a complete education and to prepare them for a
truly educated manhood." This means integrity in education-mental, physical, as
well as spiritual and moral, strength. It is thus the high mission of the college to
promote the intellectual, physical, moral, and spiritual development of the young
men entrusted to our care so that they may become intelligent, self-reliant, upright,
and enlightened citizens and leaders, whose personal lives are happy, fruitful,
and meaningful. We aim to train them to be qualified effectively to meet the complex
problems of the exciting world in which they will live; to develop character, which
is the proper blending of wisdom, integrity, responsibility, and human understanding
with spiritual values; to think and to act for themselves, to think as individuals and
not as a group; and to make sound judgments. In essence, we want the student to
develop as an individual, to attain his full stature as a person created in the image
of God. To the successful attainment of these lofty goals I pledge my full strength.
Trinity seeks to gain these objectives through sound education in the
liberal arts. Experience has taught that this is the most effective way to train our
young men to become useful citizens and leaders, Pro ecclesia et patria., capable of
thinking for themselves, of doing for themselves in the spirit that built this great
nation; and, yes, of developing fully as individuals.
The curriculum, the faculty, a deep and pervading religious atmosphere,
and the students are the tools for successful operation. Each must be sharp and
effective.
The curriculum, subject to constant study for improvement, is sufficiently
broad to provide fundamental training in the liberal arts. Through a knowledge
of history and economics, philosophy and religion, language and literature, the
fine arts, the sciences, the humanities, and the social studies our curriculum is constructed to build an open mind, schooled to careful thinking, trained in philosophic
investigation, familiar with the thought of past generations ; "people who have,"
in the words of the Honorable John J. McCloy, "caught the fire of great thoughts,
and great men, who know something of our culture and our history, who can
exchange views in tolerance with others, and, above all, who have high ethical
standards."
From that day on June 2, 1824, when our first President, the Right
Reverend Bishop Thomas C. Brownell of hallowed memory, vowed that the college
would "seek the ablest professors," our faculty have been selected with meticulous
care, ever mindful that their primary duty is to stimulate thought and not the
parroting of encyclopedic facts.
The college, I am proud to say, is built on firm religious foundations,
Dominus llluminatio Mea., believing in the view expressed by President Eisenhower
that "If we are to be strong we must be strong first in our spiritual convictions,"
and holding to the truth so well expressed by William Penn when the Colonial
Constitution of Pennsylvania was being written: "People who are not governed by
God will be ruled by tyrants." Yes, this college receives enduring strength and
guidance from its traditional bonds with the Episcopal Church. In accordance with
our Charter we seek to intensify the ties of each student with his chosen faith.
Our student body, national in character and limited in size, is carefully
selected without reference to race, color, or creed. It will remain small in number
because we believe that the highest academic values can be conveyed only through

close personal contact between teacher and student. They cannot be transmitted
simply through the radiation of sounds in lecture rooms of assembly hall size !
Trinity possesses, I believe, the requisite tools for the effective execution
of our dedicated mission. But is this effective execution of more than academic
interest? My answer is yes, unequivocally, yes. I say this . because of the world in
which we live, because of the enormity of the problems free peoples face, and
because of current trends in education.
We are and will for years to come be engaged in a life-death conflict with
the dread forces of totalitarianism, a conflict which President Eisenhower describes
as "one of the spirit, ... a struggle for the hearts and minds of men-not merely
for property, or even merely for power. It is a contest," the President continues,
"for the beliefs, the convictions, the very innermost soul of the human being." At
stake is the dignity and integrity of the individual; whether he or the state is to be
supreme, the real center of justice; whether God or Mimmon will guide our destiny.
One of the characters in Arthur Koestler's novel, Darkness At Noon, explains the issue in dramatic terms, the choice we and other peoples must make:
"There are only," he said, "two conceptions of human ethics and they at opposite
poles. One of these is Christian and humane, declares the individual to be sacrosanct, and asserts that the rules of arithmetic are not to be applied to human units.
The other starts from the basic principle that a collective aim justifies all means
and not only allows but demands that the individual should in every way be subordinated and sacrificed to the community."
This conflict comes at a time when scientific genius has unleashed tools
with a horrendous potential; "at a moment," again in the words of the President,
"when man's power to achieve good or to inflict evil surpasses the brightest hopes
and the sharpest fears of all ages." Yes, the atom is the symbol of our age, an age
of technical specialization.
A wise resolution of these problems, problems that gravely concern our
keenest minds, calls for citizens and leaders of wisdom, courage and vision, of
understanding, resourcefulness, and faith in God. The ultimate choice mentioned
by Arthur Koestler will be made not by governmental edict, but by the individual
citizen in his day-to-day acts. He occupies a position of compelling consequence,
more so than at any time in history. He is the very heart of our ideology, of our way
of life. We must see that he has the wisdom, the courage, the self-reliance, the
moral and spiritual strength to think for himself and to act for himself, to decide
for himself, without dependence on or help from paternalistic government. Never
has the world so desperately needed a proper sense of values, a crystal-clear perspective. For all of this, sound and thoughtful training in the liberal arts is
fundamental.
The object of liberal education is man himself, his growth, his maturity,
and his rationality, man as an individual. It has as its approach and its substance
the study of human problems, the comprehension of ideas and of ethical concepts,
a view of relationships, and a determination between choices. It seeks to inculcate
an interest in the arts and the sciences for their own sake, the finding of values in
life other than material, the development of individuality and of self-respect. It is
both the approach and the means of approach to basic problems-to religion and
morality, to politics and the state, to law and government, to economics and sociology,
to science and technology.
The liberally educated man, although he may be a specialist in one field,
has a mind that can operate in many fields. He has a balance of perspective between
his own specialty and the efforts of all humanity; he has an ethical approach both
to that specialty and to that totality.

Dr. Albert Einstein has sagely observed: "It is not enough to teach a man
a specialty. Through it he may become a useful machine, but not a harmoniously
developed personality. It is essential that the student acquire an understanding of
and a lively feeling for values. He must acquire," this outstanding scientist continues,
"a vivid sense of the beautiful and the morally good ...• He must learn to understand the motives of human beings, their illusions and their sufferings, in order to
acquire a proper relationship to fellow men and to the community."
This "proper relationship" is the goal of a liberal education. Instruction
in the liberal arts provides the knowledge, understanding, and discipline for its
acquisition; the perspective, the inquiring mind, and the sense of values to meet
effectively the problems of the world and to make the day-to-day decisions on which
our way of life depends. But too much higher education produces only the narrow
specialist, with trained skill but without responsible judgment or a philosophy
of life.
Freedom, rare in history and brief in time, as an ideal of western civilization, has come to us through the liberal arts and through the writings and teachings
of those trained therein. The liberal arts provide more than just the transmission
of this free heritage. They are the means for its preservation and furtherance ; the
professional training for citizenship and leadership; the very strength of a free people.
Business and industry are rapidly realizing the importance of liberal arts
education. Industrial leader after leader states that the most difficult problem
facing American enterprise lies in obtaining persons capable of sound judgment;
that scientific and technical training alone no longer suffice.
But the half century which has seen the greatest technical advance in
human history has also witnessed a marked decline in the importance attached to
training in the liberal arts. Education has become increasingly available on a mass
scale, with attention focused both on greater numbers and on vocationalism and
specialization. The spirit of technical specialization has so pervaded our manner of
thinking that it has tended to bring a rejection of all things out of kinship with the
age in which we live.
The result of this emphasis has been a decompartmentalization of our
thinking, a loss of meaningful connection with the source springs of our heritage,.
and the approach of western civilization to the brink of disaster. Specialization,
according to President Charles W. Cole of Amherst, "is leading us to a Tower
of Babel, a citadel without a common language," and this at a time when our
existence depends upon understanding communication with other nations and other
peoples. These are strong charges, but the truth of them is manifest. There must
be coupled with our technical advance all the resources and the strength and the
wisdom which the liberal arts can rally; they must serve as a leavening influence.
With an educational system which emphasizes vocationalism and specialization, we
are hardly prepared to be the custodians of the heritage of free peoples, indeed, to
appreciate our own heritage.
This has progressively become the generation of the "common man," and
"common" has come to mean "technically skilled." We have created a generation
of men who have a great deal in common, that is, much know-how, and little knowwhy. They know how to manipulate materials, but not how to mature as men;
how to amass worldly goods, but not how to lead meaningful lives ; how to release
atomic power, but not how to use it wisely. Education following this cultural drift
tends, in the language of General Arnold, to create a generation of "technological
giants and moral midgets." This then is the challenge to the liberal arts college, and
particularly to Trinity, built as it is on firm religious foundations-a challenge we
must meet and meet successfully.

In no way ·do I minimize the splendid service of our larger institutions
with their fine professional schools and sound areas of specialization. But I do say,
and say emphatically, that our liberal arts colleges have a unique and vital role, one
they alone can fulfill.
Education in the liberal arts always is interested in training the uncommon
man-not as man is or has in common with other men-but what he may and
ought to become as a unique child of God, with the promise of perfecting his
capacities in service to God and man.
"Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp,
Or what's a heaven for?"
Only such a man is the final object of a liberal and liberalizing education.
The communists are interested in the common man, and educate not to liberate,
but to indoctrinate--to level all men to the mediocrity of conformity. They challenge
our values-and all that we hold dear and precious, and do so with the weapon
of materialism which has taken over the thinking of too many of us, a weapon the
fangs of which we are helping to sharpen. Our goal should and must be just the
opposite; to help create the uncommon man, the moral and spiritual man; the man
who will search himself so that he may distinguish the values he considers really
worth while. Our goal must be to free and not to enslave, to raise all men to the
stature of free sons of God and not bound slaves of the state !
If present trends continue, we will have a generation who will fail to
appreciate our heritage and the freedoms on which this nation was built. We will
have a people interested only in material things, in making more money, in seeking
more physical comfort, a people: leveled to the mediocrity of conformity. Gone will
be the glory and the beauty of our heritage-its deep religious, cultural, and spiritual
values-unknown except as interpreted historically by radio or television or other
mass media. But in the final analysis, freedom and constitutional government depend
upon the individual, upon his character, integrity, self-reliance, intelligence, and
initiative, upon his appreciation of spiritual values-the very qualities liberal education aims to develop. This is the education of a free people.
A human being renders his greatest service to mankind by the maintenance
of the integrity of his individuality and by a lofty self-respect. It is of this that
Shakespeare wrote: "To thine own self be true." All greatness of character, all
belief in the integrity of the individual spirit was so well expressed by the single
line of Tennyson ascribed to the Queen: "O loyal to the royal in thyself."
"Trinity's Role in the Current World" is of enduring importance. With
humility I pledge that in the tradition of my illustrious predecessors, I will strive
incessantly for the more perfect fulfillment of this noble mission-the fullest flowering of the individual.
"The Blue and Gold will be the standard
That leads us on to victory,
Symbol of Faith, Truth, Courage, Honour,
And all we learn at Trinity."

Albert C. Jacobs., whose fifty:.third birthday came five days after his
inauguration., is a native of Michigan and a graduate of the tJ niflersity of Michigan
in 1921. A Phi Beta Kappa., he was named a Rhodes Scholar and studied law at
Oxford University for three years., receiving degrees in Arts and in Law. He was
elected a full-time teaching member of the faculty there., lecturing in jurisprudence
' at Oriel and Braesnose Colleges until he went on leave of absence to teach at
Columbia University in 1927. Dr. Jacobs was recogni,:ed as an outstanding teacher
at Columbia and joined the permanent law faculty there in 1928., being named an
associate professor a year later at the age of 29 and a full professor of law in 1936.
His textbooks in family and property law are widely used. Dr. Jacobs began his
administrative career on several law school and university committees. ,
A private in World War I., he became a naval captain in World War II.,
serving as director of the Dependents W el/are Division of the Bureau of Naval
Personnel in Washington.
Upon his return to Columbia., he was made Assistant to the President.
When General Eisenhower was named University President in 1947., Dr. Jacobs
. was selected as Provost., to be the President's principal assistant and to be in charge
of the university during his leaves and absences. Dr. Jacobs in 1949 accepted the
Chancellorship of the University of Denver., the only independent university in thevast Rocky Mountain area. In his three years there., Dr. Jacobs guided the university
through difficult problems of postwar readjustment and formulated a master plan
for the future development of the institution.
Dr. Jacobs' civic., church and educational activities have been broad. A
partial but representative list includes his work with the Commission on Recruiting
for the Ministry of the Episcopal Church., the Denver Planning Board and Community Chest., the 1952 Awards Jury of Freedoms Foundation., the National
Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Urban Universities., the Commission on Student Personnel of the American Council on Education., Psi Upsilon
fraternity editorship., and the Vestry of St. John's Cathedral of Denve~.

